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Hebden  Bridge 

Urban  District  Council. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  REPORT. 


Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1905. 

I estimate  the  POPULATION  of  Hebden  Bridge, 
to  the  middle  of  the  year,  to  be  7,900,  an  increase  of  100 
on  that  of  the  year  1904. 

The  different  items,  relating  to  VITAL  STATIS- 
TICS, areas  follow:  Birth-rate,  15.8  per  1000;  Phthisis 
death-rate,  1.0  per  1000  ; Respiratory  death-rate,  2.7  per 
1000  ; Infantile  mortality  (deaths  under  one1  year,  per 
1000  births),  128.0  per  1000  ; General  death-rate',  13.7 
per  1000  ; Zymotic  death-rate,  0.7  per  1000. 

THE  BIRTHS  REGISTERED  have  been  125,  viz., 
61  males  and  64  females,  giving  an  annual  birth-rate  of 
15.8  per  1000.  Six  of  these'  were  illegitimate.  The 
number  of  births  and  rate  for  the  previous  year  were 
respectively  155  and  19.8  per  1000.  The  average  birth- 
rate  for  the  last  ten  years  (1895  to  1904)  has  been  22.1 
per  1000.  The  birth-rate  is  on  the'  descending  scale, 
and  is  the  lowest  I have  ever  reported  for  the1  district. 
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THE  DEATHS  RECORDED,  one  of  which  only  is 
uncertified,  including  14  native®  of  ITebden  Bridge  who 
have  died  in  Public  Institutions  out  of  the  district,  have 
been  109,  viz.,  41  males  and  68  females,  yielding  an 
annual  death-rate  of  13.7  per  1000,  against  97  deaths  and 
a death-rate  of  12.4  per  1000  for  the  year  1904.  The 
general  death-rate,  although  higher  than  last  year,  is 
moderately  low,  whilst  the  Phthisis,  Respiratory,  Zy- 
motic, and  Infantile  Mortalities  are  each  a little  higher. 
Eight  deaths  were  sudden  or  violent,  and  investigated 
by  the  Coroner.  Sixteen  children  died  in  infancy,  and 
19  persons  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

The  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Principal  Zymotic  or 
Infectious  Diseases  have  been  six,  viz.,  Typhoid  Fever 
4,  Diphtherial  1,  and  Diarrhoea  1,  giving  a Zymotic 
death-rate  of  0.7  per  1000.  The  remaining  causes  of 
death,  slightly  above  the  average,  except  the  last,  in- 
clude 8 from  Phthisis,  6 from  Tubercular  diseases,  8 
from  Cancer,  22  from  acute  Lung  diseases,  and  12  from 
Heart  diseases.  The  different  causes  of  death  and  ages 
will  be  seen  in  Table  4. 

THE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  reported  under 
the  “ Notification  Act”  have  been  30,  viz.,  Scarlet  Fever 
14,  Typhoid  Fever  5,  Diphtheria  3,  Erysipelas  7,  and 
Puerperal  Fever  1.  Five  Scarlet  and  three  Typhoid 
cases  were  sent  to  Hospital.  In  addition  to  these,  57 
cases  of  Chicken-pox  were  notified,  under  your  Order  of 
1st  November,  1904. 

Fourteen  cases  of  SCARLET  FEVER  were  reported 
to  me  during  the  year  1905,  compared  with  28  for  1904. 
This  is  a reduction,  but  with  moderate  care  we  ought  to 
have  less,  or  none  at  all.  I regret  to  note  an  increasing 
tendency  on  the  part  of  parents  to  avoid  sending  children 
suffering  from  this  illness  to  the  Infectious  Hospital, 
Lee  Bottom.  Five  only  out  of  the  14  notified  cases 
were  sent  there  for  treatment.  This  is  a mistaken  and 
unwise  policy.  Isolation  of  Scarlatina  in  the  workman’s 
cottage  is  an  impossibility,  and  in  the  best  of  homes  is 
by  no  means  perfect.  I believe  it  is  the  most  tenacious 
of  all  infectious  diseases,  and  is  well-known  to  cling  to 
clothing  and  houses  for  long  periods  of  time.  An 
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epidemic  of  this  disease  occurred  in  the  years  1902  and 
1903,  in  which  239  children  were  attacked,  and  it  may 
be  stated  that  this  outbreak  has  expended  its  vitality  for 
the  present.  There  are,  however,  other  younger  children 
coming  forward  who  will  in  their  turn  be  liable  to  take 
it,  if  the  infection  is  retained  in  the  district.  This 
disease  hasi  been,  and  is,  of  a mild  type,  and  does  not 
possess  in  any  respect  the  fatal  character  it  had  twenty- 
five  years  ago,  undoubtedly  due  to  the  many  sanitary 
reforms  effected  during  that  time.  The  public  should 
be  aware  of  the  fact,  which  they  do  not  seem  to  know, 
that  it  is  unnecessary  for  any  child  to  contract  scarlatina, 
and  quite  possible  for  the  rising  generation  to  attain 
maturity  and  escape  it  altogether.  Carelessness  and 
thoughtlessness  of  parents  have  been  the  main  factors  in 
its  spread.  They  do  not  prevent  that  association  with 
infected  households  which  ordinary  common-sense  and 
reason  should  dictate.  The  individual  expense  to 
families  during  its  progress  is  considerable,  and  the 
public  cost  of  maintenance  in  Hospital  falls  heavily  on 
the  rates  and  affects  all.  The  Sanitary  Authority  have 
every  facility  for  arresting  and  eradicating  this  disease, 
and  within  the  past  year  they  have1  provided  an  appara- 
tus for  disinfecting  purposes  at  Lewis  Holme,  close  to 
their  offices.  Notification  is  well  and  efficiently  carried 
out  by  medical  men,  but  is  altogether  neglected  by  heads 
of  families.  If  stricter  measures  are  not  adopted,  I fear 
scarlatina  will  become'  endemic  or  a permanent  disease 
in  the  district. 


Five  cases  of  TYPHOID  FEVER  have  been  noti- 
fied, a decrease  on  preceding  years.  Three  of  these  were 
sent  to  Hospital,  and  two  were  treated  at  home.  Four 
out  of  the  five  died,  a very  rare  and  exceptionally  high 
mortality  for  this  disease.  One  case  evidently  received 
the  infection  from  a neighbouring  district,  where  it  was 
prevalent  ; and  I am  unable*  to  afford  any  explanation 
for  the  cause  in  the  four  remaining.  House  drains 
were  tested  with  no  defective  results,  milk  and  water 
supplies  were  beyond  suspicion  and  must  be  excluded, 
and  no  infecting  source  was  possible.  What  can  be  the 
origin  of  the  illness*  in  these  cases  1 I have*  mentioned 
to  you  in  former  reports  that  Enteric  Fever  can  be 
produced  by  articles  of  food,  particularly  shell-fish  eaten 
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in  the  raw  state;  and  more  recently  it  has  been  dis- 
covered that  watercress  coming  in  contact  with  sewage 
may  have  a similar  effect.  I myself  have  for  some  time 
been  suspicious  of  a vegetable  which  is  consumed  to  a 
large  extent  here,  in  the  unboiled  condition.  I allude 
to  celery.  This  vegetable  to  be  profitable  and  produc- 
tive for  market,  requires  a considerable  amount  of 
manure,  and  I have  an  opinion  that  it  is  possible  for  the 
typhoid  bacillus  to  be  conveyed  in  the  sewage  applied  to 
these  plants  in  their  early  stage  of  growth,  and  to  become 
deposited  and  imbedded  in  the  stalks  and  leaves,  remain- 
ing there,  in  a state  of  vitality,  until  they  are  brought 
to  market  and  exhibited  for  sale.  If  this  theory  is  a 
correct  one,  celery  unboiled  may  be  another  and  hitherto 
unknown  and  extraneous  food  source,  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  dread  disease  in  the  human  body. 

Three  cases  of  DIPHTHERIA  have  been  reported, 
all  of  which  have  been  confirmed  by  bacteriological 
examination.  This  disease  has  been  comparatively  rare 
in  the  district  up  to  the  present.  I trust  it  will  not  get 
into  the  schools,  as  it  is  a most  insidious  and  dangerous 
ailment.  All  children  who  have  spotted  sore  throats 
should  have  early  medical  attention. 

An  epidemic  of  CHICKEN-POX  commenced  on 
the  16th  March,  and  attacked  57  young  children,  ter- 
minating on  31st  July.  The  illness  was  not  serious, 
and  passed  off  without  any  evil  effects. 

THE  OUTFALL  WORKS  at  Redacre  are  going  on 
most  favourably.  These  works  I mav  describe  as  the 
pioneer  sewage  works  on  the  upper  C alder.  They  were 
commenced  when  sewage'  treatment  was,  more  or  less, 
in  the  primitive  or  experimental  stage.  Difficulties 
were  encountered  and  overcome.  A considerable'  quan- 
tity of  surface  water  is  now  diverted  by  other  drains 
from  the  main  sewers,  and  the  volume  of  sewage  sent  to 
Redacre  is  thus  reduced  and  more  easily  and  satisfac- 
torily treated.  The  effluent  is  good,  and  the  present 
management  is  skilfully  and  efficiently  carried  out.  No 
complaints  have  been  received  for  some  time  from  the 
neighbouring  locality  of  any  nuisance  or  offensive 
effluvia. 
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Samples  of  the  PUBLIC'  WATER  SUPPLY  have 
been  taken  during  the  year,  by  order  of  the  Council,  at 
two  different  points  of  delivery,  and  submitted  to  the 
Public  Analyst.  The  result  has  been  most  satisfactory, 
and  once  more  confirms  the  good  name  already  formed 
of  its  excellence  and  purity. 

Three  hundred  and  ten  yards  of  MAIN  SEWER 
have  been  completed  in  1905,  a considerable  addition  to 
the  general  system.  A large  number  of  house  drains 
have  also  been  connected  with  main  sewers,  few  now 
remaining  unconnected.  The  conversion  of  pail  into 
water  closets  has  not  come  up  to  expectation.  The 
Council  for  some  time  have  given,  water  free  for  closet 
purposes,  to  encourage  this  desirable  change1.  Property 
owners  have  not  readily  responded.  These  pails  contain 
any  germs  of  infection  which  occur  in  the  locality  in 
which  they  are  situated,  often  in  proximity  to  dwellings. 
They  are  never  disinfected,  and  consequently  retain 
permanently  to  a great  extent  their  infectious  properties. 
The  contents  are  then  carted  on  the  hill-tops,  spread  over 
grazing  land,  and  in  this  manner  pollute  the  drinking 
supplies  of  an  adjoining  Authority.  It  is  high  time  this 
insanitary  method  should  be  abolished,  when  there  is 
an  abundant  water  supply  and  a perfect  system  of  sewers 
available  for  the  removal  of  all  sewage  to  Redacre.  The 
Council  are  about  to  adopt  active  measures  to  alter  this 
antiquated  arrangement,  which  is  a standing  danger  to 
the  district. 


BUILDINGf  has  been  very  slack  for  the  past  year. 
Four  villa  residences  only  have  been  erected. 

PRIMARY  VACCINATION  of  infants  has  been 
well  maintained.  One  hundred  and  thirty  children  have 
been  done  by  the  Public  Vaccinator.  The  animosity 
formerly  prevailing  against  it  appears  to-  be  fast- 
subsiding. 


The  Five  Registered  LODGING-HOUSES  are 
periodically  visited,  and  kept  clean  and  orderly  in  a 
general  way. 
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I append  to  this  Report  the  ordinary  returns  for 
the  Local  Government  Board  and  County  Councils  ; also 
the  Inspector’s  Report  of  the  amount  of  sanitary  work 
completed  during  the  year. 

I have  also  the  honour  to  present  a Special  Report, 
for  the  information  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Home 
Secretary,  on  the  administration  of  the  “ Factory  and 
Workshops  Act,  1901,”  in  Hebden  Bridge,  for  the  year 
1905. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  closet  accommodation 
for  the  workpeople  employed  in  the  various  FAC- 
TORIES, etc.,  have  been  sufficient  and  suitable  for  their 
requirements.  In  a few  instances,  as  specified  in  Form 
572,  want  of  cleanliness,  insufficient  and  defective  sani- 
tary arrangements,  were  observed.  Notices  were  given 
by  the  Inspector,  and  the  faults  pointed  out  were 
quickly  remedied. 

The  number  of  WORKSHOPS1  on  the  register  for 
the  year  are  73,  an  increase  of  10  over  that  of  last  year. 
These  include  18  Domestic  Workshops  and  14  Bake-- 
houses. The  14  Bakehouses  are  kept  in  fair  sanitary 
order,  and  no  underground  one  exists.  Whitewashing 
is  frequently  carried  out  in  all.  No  outworkers  have 
been  placed  on  the  Register  for  the  past  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOSEPH  LAWSON,  M.B.,  Dub.,  &c.. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 


Inspector’s  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work,  &c., 
completed  in  the  Year  ending  December 
31st,  1905. 


Complaints  received  during  the  year  23 

Inspections  made  1140 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of 

Houses  and  Premises 9 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Diseases  ...  19 

House  Drains  Repaired  or  Re-laid  43 

House  Drains  Trapped  or  Disconnected 10 

Privies  or  Water  Closets  Cleansed,  etc 16000 

Mew  Privies  or  W^ater  Closets  provided  22 

Houses  supplied  with  Water 2 

Lodging-Houses  Registered  under  the  35th 

Clause  of  Sanitary  Act,  1866  5 

Loads  of  Dung  and  other  Refuse  Removed  2000 

Licensed  Slaughter-Houses  Inspected 7 

(Signed) 

EMMETT  SMITH, 

Nuisance  Inspector. 
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Table  1. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during-  1905 

and  previous  Years. 
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Table  3. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the 

Year  1905. 


I Notifiable  Disease. 

At 

all 

ages. 

Cases  Notified. 

At  Ages — Years 

No.  of  Cases 
removed 
to  Hospital. 

Un- 
der 1 

1 to  5 

5 to 
15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
65 

65  and 
upw’rds 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cholera  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  . . 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

0 

5 

6 

1 

2 

0 

5 

Typhus  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  

5 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

3 

Relapsing  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Continued  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Plague 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

30 

0 

5 

9 

4 

12 

0 
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Table  4. — Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1905. 


Deaths  in  Whole  District  at 
Subjoined  Ages. 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Causes  of  Death. 

1 and  5 and 

15  & 

25  & 

65  & 

All 

Un- 

un- 

un- 

un- 

un- 

up- 

w’rds 

Institu- 

ages. 

der  1. 

der  5.  derl5 

der25 

der65 

tions. 

Diphtheria  and 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

1 

0 

0 

0 

P ( Enteric 

ever  ^ Other  continued... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteritis  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis)  

8 

0 

7 

0 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

6 

2 

1 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

2 

0 

Rronrhitis  

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

1 Pneumonia 

14 

2 

5 

0 

0 

4 

3 

0 

I Pleurisy  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 

1 .iver  

] 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Premature  Rirth  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Heart  Diseases  

12 

0 

0 

0 

1 

11 

0 

0 

Accident  s 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

Suicides  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

All  other  causes 

38 

10 

3 

0 

0 

16 

9 

0 

1 

All  causes 

109 

16 

1 9 

l 4 

4 

57 

19 

0 

10 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

IN  CONNECTION  WITH 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 


1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written  Notices' 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  

10 

3 

None 

(Including  Factory  Laundries.) 

29 

2 



Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

Workplaces 

None 

— 

— 

Homeworkers’  Premises  .... 

None 

— 

— 

Total 

39 

5 

0 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Nnmbpr 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

X 

1 



None 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 5 

Unsuitable  or  Defective  .... 

5 

5 

— 

5 ? 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes  . . . . 

1 

1 

— 

5 > 

Total 

8 

8 

0 

0 
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TABLE  C,  1905. 


HEBDEN  BRIDGE  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health— JOSEPH  LAWSON,  M.B. 

Salary — £50. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Mr.  E.  SMITH,  A.R.S.I. 

Salary— £55. 

What  other  position  does  the  Sanitary  Inspector  fill? — None. 

Water  Supply- 

Quality — Good. 

Action  on  Lead — Slight. 

Any  extensions  cr  change  during  1905—85  yards  (3-inch  mains). 
Any  inadequacy  in  any  part?  (State  locality  and  cause)  — 
Inadequacy  in  dry  summers  from  private  supplies. 

Sewerage— 

Is  the  district  systematically  sewered? — Yes. 

Is  rainfall  from  mads  excluded? — Partly. 

Extensions  or  Improvements  during  1905 — Sewers,  310  yards. 
Any  inadequacy,  and  where? — No. 

Sewage  Disposal— 

System  adopted — Precipitation  and  Filtration. 

Any  Extensions  in  1905? — No. 

Any  complaint  in  neighbourhood  of  sewage  works? — No. 

Scavenging — 

Are  the  privy-middens,  ash-places,  etc.,  cleansed  by  Sanitary 
staff,  by  Contractors,  or  by  Owners  and  Tenants? — Sanitary 
Staff. 

Any  inadequacy  of  scavenging  ? (State  locality  iand  cause) — No. 

Adoptive  Acts— 

Acts  adopted  during  1905  (or  parts) — No. 

Any  diseases  added  to  Notification  schedule,  e.g..  Measles, 
Chicken-pox,  etc. — No. 

Any  system  of  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis? — No. 

By-Laws— 

Any  adopted  or  sanctioned  during  1905?  (a)  Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875 — No;  (b)  Under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
(Amendment)  Act,  1890 — No. 


Regulated 

No.  in 

No.  on 

No.  of  In- 
spections 

General  P 

Legal 

roceedings 

Buildings,  Trades,  &c. 

Disti’ict.  Register,  made. 

Condition  ? 

(if  any) 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

...  5 . 

5 

..  25  ... 

Satisfactory 

...  None 

Canal  Boats  

— 

. . — . 

..  75  ... 

Fair 

...  99 

Slaughtei  Houses 

. . 7 

..  7 . 

..  36  ... 

Satisfactory 

...  99 

Cowsheds  

. . 7 . 

..  7 . 

..  30  ... 

5 ? 

...  99 

Offensive  Trades  ........ 

. . 1 . 

..  1 . 

..  4 ... 

...  99 

Cowsheds— 

Give  date  of  Regulations  in  force  under  D.C.M.  Order  — 
November,  1889. 

Any  special  inspection  made  during  1905 — No. 

Any  systematic  veterinary  inspection  of  cows— No. 

Any  action  taken  by  outside  Authorities,  e.g.,  under  “ Milk 
Clauses,”  concerning  milk  supplied  from  this  district? — No. 

Infectious  Disease— 

What  disinfecting  apparatus  is  available  and  where  is  it  situate — 
“ Thresh’s,”  Lewis  Holme. 

How  are  dwellings  disinfected  ?— With  sulphur. 

Any  placards  or  handbills  issued  during  1905— Yes  (one). 

Schools— 

Number  closed  during  1905  on  account  of  sickness — None. 
Total'*  duration  of  closure — 

Any  ailment  or  contagious  disease  associated  particularly  with 
school  life  during  1905  ? — Chicken-pox. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act— 

Any  cases  of  anthrax  in  factories  or  workshops  during  1905? — No. 

Midwifes  Act,  1 902- 

Number  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurring  in  the  practice 
of  Mid  wives — One. 

Number  of  such  Midwives  disinfected  by  Sanitary  Authority 
under  Rule  E.  5 of  the  Central  Midwives  Board— One. 

Dwelling’s— 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1905— Four. 

General  character— Villas. 

Any  unoccupied  houses  unfit  for  habitation? — No. 

Any  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses  ? — No. 

Any  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Acts  ? — No. 

Is  house-to-house  inspection  systematically  made? — No. 

Allotments  Acts— 

Are  records  kept? — No. 

Number  of  allotments  provided  under  the  Acts — None. 
Number  of  allotments  provided  otherwise — None. 

Any  need  for  further  provision — No. 
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Nuisances— 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1904 — None. 

At  close  of  1905 — Four. 

Reported  during  1905 — 85. 

Abated  during  1905 — 81. 

Total  Number  of  Legal  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances 
during  1905— Eight. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses  or  other  legal  Proceedings — None. 
Number  of  Sink  wastes  disconnected  during  1905— Four. 
Number  of  Sink  wastes  trapped  during  1905 — Six. 

Number  of  Closets  newly  constructed  during  1905 — 22. 
Kinds— 21  water  closets,  1 pail. 

Number  of  Closets  reconstructed  during  1905 — 18. 

Kinds — Water  closets. 

Meteorology- 

Mean  temperature  for  year  1905—46.18. 

Rainfall— 34.73. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following 
matters  ?— 

Seizures  of  Unsound  Food — None. 

Prosecutions — None. 

Samples  under  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts — Three. 
Prosecutions — None. 

Has  there  been  any  poisoning  during  1905  attributable  to  — 
Arsenical  beer? — No;  Ptomaines? — No1;  Lead-contaminated 
water  ? — No. 

River  Pollution — 

Smoke  observations  taken — 19. 

Legal  Notices — Four. 

Summonses — None. 

Burial  Grounds:  Number  in  District — Three. 

Any  need  for  (a)  extension — Yes;  (b)  Closure — 

Mortuaries : Number  in  District  (a)  for  accidents — No ; (b) 

Other — No. 

Births  (during  1905) — 

Males,  61;  Females,  64;  Total,  125. 

Number  illegitimate,  included  in  above — Six. 

Number  of  Still  Births  (not  included, — None. 

Deaths  (during  1905)— 

(1)  Gross  Deaths,  i.e.,  Total  actually  registered  in  the  . district, 
without  any  correction — 95;  (2)  Nett  Deaths,  on  which  rates 
are  calculated — Males,  41;  Females,  68;  Total,  109. 
Number  uncertified,  included  in  the  above — One. 


NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 


Hebden  Bridge, 

February  9th,  1906. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1905,  which 
is  my  TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  ONE  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  Urban  District  Council. 


THE  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  in  the  District  at 
the  present  time  is  1,917,  an  increase  of  four  for  the  year. 
xYnd  out  of  these,  1,332  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
public  mains,  being  an  increase  of  two  only  for  the 
same  period. 

THE  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  having  been 
recorded  from  month  to  month,  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
summarise  them  for  the  year,  and  in  doing  so  I have 
again  to  report  a slight  extension  of  the  water  carriage 
system  for  the  removal  of  excreta  from  dwelling-houses 
and  other  buildings,  as  21  out  of  the  22  closets  provided 
are  water  closets,  many  of  which  have  been  substituted 
for  pails.  This  rate  of  increase  is  not  altogether  satis- 
factory, considering  that  there  are  still  about  500  on 
the  pail  system.  The  number  re-cons bructed  or  repaired, 
excluding  closets  provided  with  new  pails,  has  been  18. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE.— Three  hundred 
and  fourteen  yards  of  new  nine-inch  sewers  have  been 
laid,  and  a branch  sewer  connected  with  the  main  sewer 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  which,  together,  have  diverted 
from  the  River  to  the  Outfall  Works  at  Red  acre  the 
sewage  of  about  100  houses  and  40  water  closets.  The 
drains  dealt  with  have  not  been  as  numerous  as  in 
previous  years,  but  they  include  the  re-construction  or 
repair  of  27  for  dwelling-houses,  17  for  additional  water 
closets,  and  those  laid  for  four  new  houses,  all  of  which 
have  received  careful  inspection  before  being  covered  up. 

There  are  65  FACTORIES  and  73  WORKSHOPS 
on  the  register.  Included  in  the  latter  are  14  Bake- 
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houses  and  18  Domestic  Workshops,  or  Workshops  in 
which  only  members  of  the  same  family  are  employed. 
On  the  whole  these  places  have  been  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition,  though  a few  sanitary  defects  were,  met 
with.  In  Factories,  a slight  defect  in  the  closet  drain 
of  one  was  discovered  ; and  in  another  case,  a choked-up 
drain  from  a stack  of  closets,  which  was  found  to  be 
caused  by  defective  construction  of  the  drain,  this  being 
remedied  by  laying  down  a new  drain  in  place  of  the 
old  one.  In  another  case,  a single  pail  closet  had  been 
serving  for  both  sexes,  but  this  was  pulled  down,  and 
three  water  closets  erected  in  its  place.  In  Workshops, 
defective  drainage  was  discovered  in  two  cases,  but  these 
were  remedied  without  any  unnecessary  delay ; and  a 
case  of  neglecting  to  limewash  was  also  promptly 
attended  to  after  a verbal  reminder. 

Only  eight  cases  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  have 
been  removed  to  the  Hospital,  as  compared  with  82  for 
the  year  1904. 

THREE  SAMPLES  of  New  Milk  were  purchased 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 
sent  to  the  Public  Analyst,  who  reported  them  to  bet  all 
genuine.  Four  Samples  of  Drinking  Water  were  also, 
taken  at  different  times  and  places.,  and  sent  to  the  same 
Analyst,  who  reported  them  all  to.  be  suitable  for  the 
purpose. 

THE  PREMISES  subject  to  Special  Regulations, 
such  as  Common  Lodging-houses,  Slaughter-houses,  and 
Cowsheds,  have  been  frequently  visited,  and  found  to  be 
kept  in  such  a manner  as  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Particulars  of  other  matters  dealt  with  during  the 
year  will  be  found  in  the  “ C ” and  other  returns  attached 
to  the  Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report. 

I remain,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EMMETT  SMITH,  Asso.  R.  S. 

Sanitary  Inspector: 


CANAL  BOAT  REPORT. 


Hebden  Bridge, 

January  12th,  1906. 

Gentlemen, — 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1905,  as 
Inspector  of  Canal  Boats  to  the  Hebden  Bridge  Urban 
and  the  T'odmorden  Rural  District  Councils. 

During  the  period  under  consideration,  I have 
inspected  75  boats,  having  a total  registered  sleeping 
accommodation  in  the  cabins  for  286  adults;  but  only 
175  persons  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  were  using  the 
cabins  for  that  purpose,  viz.,  144  men,  16  women,  and 
15  children. 

Children  as  permanent  occupiers  of  the  boats  plying 
on  this  Canal  is  practically  a thing  of  the  past,  except  on 
the  narrow  boats  hailing  from  Runcorn.  Of  the  15 
children  met  with  during  the  year,  10  of  them  were  on 
this  class  of  boat. 

The  infringements  of  the  Acts  or  Regulations  met 
with  have  only  been  two,  as  against  three  for  the  year 
1904.  The  first  case  was  that  of  a boat  owned  by  the 
Rochdale  Canal  Company,  in  which  the  ventilator  of  the 
aft  cabin  had  been  so  constructed  or  altered  as  to  be 
useless  for  the  purpose',  but  the  defect  was  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice  on  the  owners. 

The  other  was  a case  of  overcrowding  on  a pair  of 
narrow  boats  belonging  to  the  Salt  Union,  Limited,  of 
Runcorn.  In  this  case  there  were  nine  persons  occupy- 
ing the  two  cabins — the  captain  and  his  wife,  with  seven 
children,  whose  ages  as  given,  me  by  their  parents  were 
respectively  1,  2,  6,  11,  12,  15  and  16  years. 

Notice  was  served  on  the  owners,  and  in  a few  days 
after,  the  Certificate  was  returned,  signed  by  the  Canal 
Boat  Inspector  for  Runcorn,  stating  that  the  cause  of 
complaint  had  been  remedied. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EMMETT  SMITH,  Asso.R.S.E, 

Canal  Boat  Inspector. 


